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Tian Museum. ih, 
affects to entertain a doubt whether the the iridescent NA 





. points or prickles, and are 'so sligitly at- 


“tached to the skin as to be loosened with great 
ease: and the animal will sometimes purposely 


brush against the legs of those who disturb it, 


_ leaving several of the spines sticking in the skin. 


The first figure of the Canada Porcupine seems 
to have been given by Edwards, from a specimen 


brought from Hudson’s Bay. It is said to feed 
principally on the bark of the juniper “tree, It 
drinks by lapping, in the manner of a dog. It 


resides in holes under the roots of trees, on 
which, like some others of this genus, it often 
climbs, and is thus killed by the American In- 
dians, who consider it as a useful article of 


_ food: they also use the quills by way of fringes, 








and for the purpose of ornamenting their boxes, N 
&c. | 
Though the natural or genuine colour of this _ 
animal is brown, yet it is sometimes found per- 
fectly white, or cream coloured: two very ele-_ 


gant specimens in this state oceur in the Leve- 


\. 


The Count de Buffon, with peculiar a aur, 
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cd citer with Hack and white, a 


pecies 


coleuts ont the neatness of its iupearante: ‘at 
have early attracted the attention of those Euro-— 
peans who first visited South America; even the — 
wild or native 3 FR. nee weciegsiee with = 
bert. white, eat: | ume 
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| | VARIEGATED CAVY/ 

__-very numerous offspring at a birth*.. The young 
very soon acquire the necessary degree of strength 
and perfection of their species, though they con- 
tinue to grow till seven or eight months. Thpy, 
therefore, require but for a short time the atten- 

- tion of the parent, and even in the space of twelve 
hours can run about with as much agility as the 
full-crown animals. Since the female is furnished 
with only two teats, and yet produces a nvmerous 
offspring, it might at first appear as if Nature 
had but ill provided or proportioned the power of 
nourishment for the young; this, however, is by 
no means the case, since the young, in a few 
hours after birth, are capable of eating various 
vegetable substances, and consequently require 
but very little assistance on the part of the mo- 
ther. In their native regions of South America 
they are chiefly found ia Brasil. They willingly 
feed on a great variety of vegetable substances, 

and may be successfully. reared on parsley, cab- 

bage, sowthistles, &c. and if permitted to range 
in a garden, will readily support themselves, with- 
out any assistance. In winter they may be fed 
with bread, carrots, grain of various kinds, &c. , 
They drink but very little, and, after eating, ex- 
hibit the appearance of runionting, in the same 





- Brom four to ten or twelve eres OO Ofer te Bol 
fon, a single jr might produce 1000 in one year, since they pro- 
fice at Jeast two months; go with young only three weeks ; 
‘and have been known to bring forth young when only two months © 
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only bite but kick each other, like horses, 2 
their hind feet. It is ‘hat the mle 
and female seldom sleep at tis Sols te but ‘ha 
seem alternately to watch each rs one 


siccpiagy whee he aie 1b hale he « 
general voice is a sort of gr  squea 
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; Tiis is a large species, measuring near two 
= feet in lengh, It is found in Guiana, Brasil, and 


other parts of South America; inhabiting holes 
pd formed under ground, and principally near the 
) banks of rivers. It is of a thick, clumsy form, 
> somewhat resembling that of a pig; for which 
¥ * reason it has been sometimes called the Hog- 

Rabbet. The head is round; the muzzle short 
and black; the upper jaw longer than the lower ; 


the lip divided like that of i a ha res Beppesi 
large; the vhiske Jong ;.t =e oe 


brown _ al : 
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SPOTTED CAVY 





CAPYBARA. 


he whan Londen Pubiyh dt be @ Kaaryhe. Sit Set 





in a solitary manner in his pare, amos th 
whole day. In a domestic state it | 
on almoyt any kind of vegetable diet, and i is par we 
ticularly}fond of sugar and fruits. It is ; much 

esteemed as an article of food by the South Ame- _ 
ricans. It is subject to some variety in point of th: 
colour, and has been sometimes seen quite white. '7 







Its general length, when full-grown, is about two oe 
feet. The female is said to produce but one 
young at a birth, | s. 4 
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Cavia ee Ee, -C. ecaudata, plantis tridactylis palmatis. Lin. Se 
Syst. Nat, Gmel. p. 123. | ees 
Tailless Cavy, with tridactyle palmated hind-feet. eG 
Sus Hydrocheris. &, plantistridactytis, clude nulla Lin. Syet. a4 









Nat. p. 103. ) ie 
Cabiai. Buff. 12. p. 384. pl. 49. | ise i | 
trie, 32h genet Suope. 2. 83. a 
Capybara.. | ne 2. p. 88. 7 ‘ —. ) =) 5 - , 

— Ti : of this animal are somewhat 

‘ ambiguous, and ‘it was formerly considered by | 


“Siam pe cies ¢ 


‘us 1 ile 
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Ache and was accordingly 
e 12th editic 








= Rahat grows to thie! size of | hel of 
i aaah and is said to have been sbmetimes 
found of the weight of 100 pounds. ‘It inhabits 
° BET, Shensbed perth of South America, though said to 
| xs be more common in Brasil than in other regions. 
eer - It feeds not only on various vegetables, and par- 
y, ly on sugar canes, but also (contrary to the 
Cees, of most of the Glires) on fish ; for which 
a purpose, it frequents: rivers, swimming with the 
—— game.facility as the Otter, and, Tike that ani 
y! ~ dragging its prey ont ofthe water, and eatin eo 
the bank. — “These excursions in quest of prey \; 
<n et ‘made principally during the night. The Ca- 
_ pybara” is, in general, considered as of a gentle 
senostine, and is readily tamed and made fami- 
: the female ‘produces but one "young: at a 
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fruit) &c. From the number of teats, rm” should 4 L 
seem, according to that author, to be a | IY,P ns 
lific anjmal: this, however, is contradicte ia 
fact; s Bees gsroR but one at a 
birth. — 

By sc some it is considered as a good article of 
food ; but others assure us that it is of a rank and 
fishy taste’: this may, depend on the different age — 
of the animal, as well as on the dict to which it 
has been accustomed. 

The ‘Capybara has a very large head, aa a 
thick, divided nose, on each side are strong and 
large whiskers : the ears are small and rounded: 
the eyes large and black: the upper jaw longer 
than the lower; in-each jaw are two very large 5 
and strong cutting teeth, and the grinders, which 
are eight in each jaw, are divided into three flat 
surfaces on the upper part: the neck is very 8 
short: the body short and thick, and covered = 
with short, coarse, brown hair: the legs short ; ~; 
the feet long ; the foremost being divided into 
four toes, aby aes Soldcapa a 
fs, a the extremities : sh ind ; 
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COMMON BE AVER. 


divisions like the skin of a fish. The general 
of the Beaver is about three feet, and of 


_ Me tail nearly one foot. The colour of the ani- 


mal is\a deep chesnut, and the hair is very fine, 
smooth, and glossy. The Beaver, like other 
quadrup@ls, sometimes varies in colour, and is 
occasionally found perfectly black. Instances 
have also! occurred in which it has been found 
entire white, cream coloured, or spotted (as in 
some specimens of the Leverian Museum). 

Of all quadrupeds the Beaver is considered as 
possessing the greatest degree of natural or in- 
stinctive sagacity in constructing its habitation ; 
preparing, in concert with others of its own spe- 
cies, a kind of arched caverns or domes, supported 
by a foundation of strong pillars, and lined or 
plastered internally with a degree of neatness and 
accuracy unequalled by the art of any other qua- 


druped. It does not appear that this extraordinary — 


sagacity of the Beaver was known to the ancients, 
though they were well acquainted with the ani- 
mal, which they killed chiefly for the sake of the 
medical drug castoreum or castor. It should 
seem, however, that the architecture of the Bea- 
ver is no where sO conspicuous as in the northern 
parts of America, and that those of Europe do 
not in general exhibit. equal talents in preparing 
their mansions. 

The favourite resorts of the Beaver are retired, 
watery, and woody situations. In such places 


the animals assemble, to the number of .some 
: ' " ’ 
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sae it e level. "Thane petitions ar re performed. 
by the Whole community. ~ Several” nee as 
employed in gnawing the foot of the naa 
others in lopping off the branches after it has 
fafle _ Others, at the same time, traverse th 
sof the river, and cut down ettatlet tre 
from the size of a man’s leg to that of his thigh. 
These they dress _ and cut to a certain length, | ng 
make stakes of them, and first drag them by lan 
to the margin of the river, and then by water 
to the place where the building is carrying on. | 
These piles they sink down, and interweave the < 
branches with the larger stakes. This operation 
implies the vanquishing of many difficulties ; fo1 
to dress these stakes, and to put them in a sitimes 
tion nearly perpendicular, some of the Beavers 
must elevate: with their teeth t e thick ends 
argin of the river, or against 1 
cross-tree, while ot ners plunge to the bottom, dee 
dig feet to receive the points * 
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t they m stand on end Whilst some are 
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| eaver, when taken FOE may, readily 
Te * te tamed, and in that state a to be an ani- — 
mal of a gentle disposition, does not exhibit. 
Sicay symptoms of superior sagacity.. ‘ 
eS _ In Europe the favourite food of the Beaver is the. 

Me ee ark of the poplar, the aspin, the bitch, and other | | 
SE ft woods. In America, the “Magnolia glauca 
jane d the Fraxinus Americana are said to be particu- 
a y selected. It also feeds on. various roots, and 

pan ee especially on those of the Acorus Calamus, or 
Calamus aromaticus. ; 

_ Beavers are said to make their eripepal | excur- 
_ions by night, and to sit by By near the mouths 

of their dwellings on Bedges, &c c. with their tails. . 
mmersed in the water. They abound, according 
PS Mr. Pennant, in the Asiatic part of the Rus- \ 
_ Sian empire ;, and are found in companies, oor as- 
sociated, about the Konda, and other rivers which ~ 
flow into the Oby. _.They occur in a dispersed or 
terrier state in the wooded parts s of independent. e 
tala and in the SAI. of. mountains aint | 
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Tus is a spe 
and ¢ appears 
lina in his cee “4 1 heb inf Orr on 
us that it is, found in in th e very ps lakes a 
rivers of that her: and feeds *principallyge 
fish and crabs. Tts length from nose to ‘tail is s - 
about three feet; the head is of a squarish fc mm; | 
the eyes § small; the ears rounded and short, ; nd 3 
the snout obtuse : in each jaw are two ine 

strong cutting teeth, and the grinders a 
those of the Common Beaver. The body oe. 
broail, and covered, like the Common mer , 
two sorts of hair ; ‘the shortest or softest of wl 
is superior to that of most other quadrupeds, ai n 


3 * 


is in high esteem with the “manufacturers, Dem, - 


ne 


o- 


“ty - 


wrought into a kind of cloth, which has the so t 
ness of velvet ; and is also used in the mam face 
ture of hats. The colour of this animal i is grey 


above, and whitish beneath ; ‘the toes of the fore 
feet are lobate d, or bordered with, a membrane vh 
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lours. 5 sy r edition of the Systema Na 
ture, Linnaus fhichuded in this ennai Terme 
the Cavys, and several other animals which are 

now formed into distinct genera. This mode of 

- distribution might perhaps be carried still farther; 
the habit or appearance of some species differing 
very considerably from that of the major part of 


the tribe. ; 
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With flattened Tails. 


“MUSK RAT. 















ind ened fect... 
Rat musqué. » © Sarrasin act. Pare, 1725. p. 323. t. 11. f. 1, 2. 
er: Castor zibethicus. Lin. Syst. Nat. ed. 12. p. 79. 
_.* ~~ Ondatra. Buff. 10. p. 3. pl. 2. 

p34 Musk Beaver, Benen Seedy 2, p. 119. 


i 
~v 


pa _e the Memoirs of the French Ac 
Se ee tee he: le . 
Texce lent description of this animal, “ty Mons. 
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MUSK RAT. 


| ee 
ash es *, at that time king’s Physician at Que- 
bec.’ It is from the above description that the — 


Count de Buffon has drawn up the major part of 
his own account, and indeed it does not appear 
possible to add any thing material to what Mons. 
Sarrazm has delivered. This animal is of the size 
of a small rabbet, and is extremely common in 
Canada, Its head is short, like that of a water-rat ; 
the eyes large; the ears very short, rounded, and 
covered internally as well as externally with hair, 
It has, like the rest of this tribe; four very strong 
cutting teeth, of which those in the lower jaw are 
near an inch long; those in the upper somewhat 
shorter: the fur on the whole body 1s soft and 
glossy, and beneath is a fine fur, or thick down, as 
in the Beaver: the toes on all the feet are simple, 
or without membranes, and are covered with 
hair: the tail is nearly as long as the body, and 
is Of the same form with that of the Sorex mos- 
chatus or Musk Shrew, being laterally compressed ; 
it is nearly naked, and covered with small scales 
intermixed with scattered hairs. The general co- 
lour of the animal is a reddish brown; of the tail 


ash colour. In its general appearance this ani-— 


mal greatly resembles the Beaver, except in size, 
and in the form of its tail. It has also similar in- 
stincts and dispositions ; living in a social state in 
the winter, in curiously-constructed huts or ca- 


* Sarrazin was also an excellent botanist, and the remarkable 
genus Sarracenia was instituted in honour of him by Tournefort, to 
whom he had sent specimens from Canada. . 
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cher so as to form a compact and securd guard, 
impermeable by water. During the winter these , 
receptacles are generally covered by several feet 
of snow, and the animals reside in them without 
being incommoded by it, several families com- 
monly inhabiting each cabin. It is added that 
. the insides of the receptacles are furnished with 
a series of steps, to prevent them from being in- 
jured by inundations. These animals do not lay 
up a stock of provisions like the Beaver, but form 
subterraneous passages beneath and round their 
__ ¢abins, to give themselves an opportunity of pro- 
‘curing occasional supplies of roots, herbage, &c. 
. According to Mons. Sarrazin the animal is parti- 
I -eularly calculated by Nature for its subterraneous 
habits ; having a great muscular force in its skin, 
Y ~ which enables it to contract its body occasionally 
into asmall volume: it has also a great suppleness 
in the false ribs, which easily admit of contrac- 
ia aie so that it is enabled to pass through holes. 
_ impervious to a smaller animals than itself. 
rE m a During summer these creatures wander | 
~~ about in. oat . feeding voraciously on herbs and_ 
roots. ‘Their odour, which resembles that of 
heat is So strong as to be psreqipanl Ata tag 
distance ; : aap € 
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an awk es manner, like the — 
cannot-swim so réadily as ia nima 
being unfurnished with webs. ee is 
to resemble a groan. The females produce hei 
young towards the beginning of sgmnmer,. F ie 
have five or six at a time; and these, if t en 
early, are easily tamed, and become very s x 
tive; and it is remarkable that the tail, which in “ 
the full-grown animal is as long as the body, is is 
at that period very short. cae Bs Ate: % “Ga 
The fur of this species is greatly esteem ee L ‘ f 
commercial article, resembling that of the B 
Linnzus in the twelfth edition of the § 
Nature ranked the animal hoa. she ges 
tor; and Mr. Pennant ha | 
Mr. Schreber, however, c onsid < it 


a oe 


in strict propriety to the | present § 
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< “Coypus, M. ole watar acamprek pilosa, plantis + 
edt Lin, Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 125. 

a Rat, with slightly compressed hairy tail of middling 

- length, and webbed hind feet. i 

4 Mus Coypus. | Molina Hist. Chil. p. 255. | 

—~ > Corps Rat. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 177. 
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. _ Tue first describer of this animal was Molina, 
¥ informs us that it is an inhabitant of the 
_ waters of Chili; that it has the general appear- 
ance of an Otter, being of the same size and co- 
lour; but that in its teeth it agrees with the rat 
tribe: the feet are each furnished with five toes ; 
those of the hind feet being connected by a web: 
3 the ears are rounded, the nose longish and covered 

- _ with whiskers, and the tail thick and flattish on 
ae. - the sides. This animal lives occasionally on land 
as well as water; sometimes frequenting houses, 
and is easily tamed. The female produces five 
or six young at a birth, 
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tee % rig Syst. Nat. panty 126. 
Whitih Rat, with longish, sealy, obtusely-trun 
8. Castor cauda lineari tereti. Brown Jam, P- 48: 
Piloris, Buff. 10. pp. 2. 


Tuts species is found in India woth 
islands, and in size nearly equals the Guinea-Pi Pig. 
Its colour is whitish, with a cast of grey-te ur a Me 
ginous on the back, and of cinereous on he abe 
domen: the tail is longish, neatly naked, Alpe 
and obtuse at the extremity. A vatiety oF this a \ 
animal is found in the Ameri ican | | 
seems to differ from the above in being c m1 a da rke 
colour on the back, and i im having a short : 
tail, Perhaps it may be a distinet specie: 3, 
the history of both seems at me not su 
ciently clear to enable us to dete 
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‘< CARACO RAT. 
. te Ry | 
~ “Mus Caraco, M. cauda longa squamosa obtusiuscula, corpore 
4 grisco, plantis subsemipalmatis. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p, 126. 
. Grey Rat, with long, scaly, somewhat obtuse tail, and slightly 

semipalmated hind feet. ys 
a _ Mus Caraco. Pall. glir. p. 91. n. 39. p- 335+ % 33. ” 
ee ~ American Rat. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 180. 

{% 


\ ee 
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ss ‘o~ ne ‘Tue Caraco, first described by Dr. Pallas, so 
=< “extremely resembles the brown or Norway rat, 
| tha at first sight it might be mistaken for that 
I animal; bit on an accurate survey, it will be 


1 found that the head is rather longer and sharper 
4 "in proportion; the upper jaw much longer than 
). the lower, and the lip very much divided: the 


teeth are not so strong as in the Norway rat, and 

» the tail is considerably shorter. This species 
abounds in the eastern parts of Siberia, frcquent- 
| ing the banks of rivers, and swimming very 
rf readily, so that it may be considered as in a mar- 
% ner amphibious. Dr. Pallas supposes this species 
i _ to have migrated from the southern parts of 
pi: China. The length of the Caraco is six inches, 
'? and of the tail four and a half or rather more. 
colour is similar to that-of the brown or Nor- 

Y Sway Tat. . 

~*"— Mr. Pennant supposes his American Rat to be 
_ the same species with the Caraco, It inhabits 
North America, and in size, colour, &c. seems to 

~ agree with it. Mr. Pennant describes ‘it from a 
- specime Sige ee ea + | 
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Tuts Somestce eprcisaersiiclaiggncw: boot ; 
the common rat of our own islahd, a ‘popu- . 
larly known by the name of the Norway Rat, is 
supposed to be a.native of India and Persia, from *  « 
which countries it has been imported into Eu- R. 
rope. In England it seems to have made a na- 
tional conquest over the black rat, which is now a 
become rare in comparison. The brown rat is — y 
larger than the blaek rat uring nine inches 
at the nos : Bot the same § = 

1 h indlred rings © 
jal is a 
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| —e BLACK RAT. : 


_ ~~ to twelve or fourteen, or even sometimes eight 
young. at a time *. When closely pursued itwill 
sometimes turn upon its adversary, and bite with 
- great severity. It seems to have made its first ap- 
pearance in England about seventy years ago, and 
is still much less frequent in France and som . Ay a 
_~—— parts of the continent. than the black sat. 
= France, according to Buffon, it was first ee 
; at @hantilly, Marly-la-Ville, and Versailles, where 
it committed great ravages. This author affirms 


“a breeds three times a year. 
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BLACK RAT. 


Mus Rattus. Af. cauda longissima syuamosa, corpore atro subtus 
canescente. an, Syst. Nat. Gmel.p. 127. 

Blackish Rat, ash-coloured beneath, with very long scaly tail. 

Mus domesticus sa Gesn. Quadr. p. 731. Aldr. dig. 
p- 415- | 

Rat. Buf’. 8. p. 278. pl. 36. - 

Black Rat, Pennant Quadr. 2. p. bed 


Tuas species, like the former, though now so 
‘ common in most parts of Europe, is supposed to 
have been originally troduced. from India and 
Persia. Its general length, from nose to tail, is 
seven inches, and of the tail eight inches + the co- |. 
lour of the head and whole «upper. part of the 
body is a dark iron or blackish grey : the | belly as 
of a dull ash-colour® the sy es 


4 Pennant Brit, Zest, - 
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‘ “atAck BAT. Pie 
very slightly covered with hair? the! | 

in the brown rat, have only four toes, : nal 
claw in place of a fifth: the tail is Shari m 
coated with a scaly skin, and marked: into nume- 2 
rous divisions or rings. Like the former species 
this at:jmal breeds frequently, and commonly brings 
about six or seven young atatine. Sometimes 
they mcrease so fast as to overstock the place of re 
their abode, in which case they fight and devour ‘ 
each other. It is ‘said that this is the reason why = 
these animals, after being extremely troublesome, _ a 
i 
« 
: 











sometimes disappear suddenly. Various are the 
methods made use of for the expulsion of rats from 
the places they frequent; among which none is 
more singular than that mentioned by Gesner, 
who tells us he had been informed that ifarat be 
caught and a bell tied round its neck, and then 
set at liberty, it will drive away the rest wherever 
it goes. This expedient appears to be oceasion-— 7 
ally practised in modern Gnapyith success*, Its” Mes, 
Pn ane tale ti 
* A gentleman travelling through Mecklenburgh about thirty 
years ago, was witness to the following curious | circumstance in eh " 
the dhe: posighibe. Je Bt Sechelt After dinner the landlord 
placed on the floor’ large dish of soup, and gave a loud whistle. 
Immediately came into the room a Mastiff, a fine 


Cat, an old Rayen, and a remarkably large Rat, with a bell 
its neck. The four animals went to the dish, and without dig- 


turbing cach other, fed together after which we Deg: Cees . 
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1 “enemy is’ the weésel, which pyt- 


sues it into all its recesses, and destroys | t. Avery 
small ty of this species, 1 not much larger than 
a amouse, i is said by Dr. Pallas to be found about the 
deserts in the lower parts of the Volga. Like 

other quadrupetls, the rat is sometimes, 2 pan per- 
fectly white, in which case it.has red eyes. The 
white rat, however, as we are assured by Mr. 
hreber, does not always produce young ones of 
ilar colour ; so that such varieties can hardly 
‘Wbe considered as permanent. This is proved from 
~ an observation of Professor Herman, who having 
kept a pregnant white rat for some time, found 
that the young ones were of the usual colour of 

their species. 
The Rat is supposed to be a native of North 
“America, as well as of Europe, but it is said that 
South America was entirely free from it, till it 






was imported there in ships from Europe, in the. 


year 1554. 
[ | ‘3 C22O060_——S= 


BANDICOTE RAT. 


= 4 


Ye “Mus Malabaricus.. M. riseus, auriculis rotundatis mus, digstis 


ES plantarum exterioribus brevioribus. iat <ey 


Pte . 


. Tuts is a very Jarge species; being: ‘at> least 
ey Seana Hagst superior: to'@ rebbet in size, In its 


\ of the hind feet shorter than the rest. ~ 





Grey Rat, with naked rounded ears, and the mo oe toes | 

















r “=o | ah! 
n/t retinal Spi , 
cinereous brown; tlie ¢ : 
rounded ; the snout | the fore 
shaped like those of the fe Kose four. 
toes, and a claw in place of a fifth: the hind feet 
have five toes, of which the two exterior ate con- 
sideraly shorter than the rest: the tail is above 
eleven inches in length. This species is said to™ 4 
be very common about the coasts of the Malabar 
country. At Pondicherry it is frequent, infest- © | 
ing houses like the brown rat. . Its voice is said 
to resemble the grunting of a pig. , ey | 
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PERCHAL RAT. 


Mus Perchal, M. fusco-ferrugineus, subtus cinereus, pedibus pos- 
terioribus majoribus, 


Ferruginous brown Rat, with the hind. legs larger than the fore, 
Le Rat Perchal, Buf’ supple 7p. 276.992 69" eT 


This species is a native of = and in its ge- 
neral appearance resembles the Norway rat, but. 
is of a longer shape, with a thicker and shorter 
tail in proportion, It is of a deep subferruginous _ 
brown above, and of a greyish cast beneath: the — 
2 aes Jarger than the fore : the ears naked 

ve the ek blunt. This 





umerous about Pondi- 
Sy eiieke i > in y the sane manner as oi ‘ 








tt ’ J . 
M. ¢auda clongata subnuda, palmis tetradaety- 
+ His, pllitis ct , police mutico. Lin. 7 ae -p.81. = 
_ Brown Mouse, ash-eoloured beneath, with { 8“ fore- 
feet, pentadatylot 










hind-feet, and lon ost tail. » 


Souris. Buff. 7. 1. 39. and. ae e Be 1B. pla30- 
€gmmon Mouse, BA } 
e . ‘ { 
+ Tue manners and ) ttle ani- 
- .mal are so universally knows > Seems al- 
: “a ©. 14 SS 
» most unnecessary to particuls : yy aeformal 
f.- description. It is a general ‘inhabi ant of almost 


every part of the old continent, but 4 e doubtful 
whethe “at be originally a native f América, 
now sufficiently common in many parts of 
, “as well as In many of its Scatter ed 







t € Mouse, though wild and extremely t timid,:: 
of a Sepa cya pes: sey be.easil; Vis 
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COMMON MOUSE. 


the number of 120, all which, he concluded, 1 
the descendants of the mouse he had inclosed. 
The fur of the Mouse is remarkably soft and 
clegant, and the structure of the hair in this-ani- 
mal, as well as in the rat, and probably of many 
others of this genus, is singularly curious; each 
hair, when microscopically examined, appearing 
mternally divided into a kind of transverse par- 
titions, as if by the continuation of a spiral fibre ; 
a structure very different from that of the hair of 
most other animals, and of which the particular y/ 
nature seems not very distinctly understood. . 

Derham, in his Physico-Theology, conceives A 
that this mechanism of a spiral fibre may serve ’ 
for the ‘* gentle evacuation of some humour out 
of the body,” and adds, that ‘ perhaps the hair 7 
serves as well for the insensible perspiration of — 
hairy animals as to fence against cok! and wet.” 
Whatever be the real nature or use of the above 
structure, its appearance cannot fail to excite 
astonishment in those who take the pains of exa- 
mining it with a good microscope. In the an-~ 
nexed plate are introduced some figures of the 
hairs of a Mouse, highly magnified, in order to 
give a clear idea of this curious appearance. 

In Aldroy@idus, who relates the circumstance — 
from Gesnef& we mect with a direction for chang-— 
ing, as it , a Mouse jnto a-cat, by ee 
the incessantpersecutorand enemy of the res ee 
its species, This is to be effected ‘by placin 
several mieé together in a vessel, without f 
when; after a cer 1 Spat, they will 
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| WooD MOUSE. 


Brisini by hunger as to destroy each other: the 
nr surviving animal being then liberated, will, ac- 
F | cording to this author, become the most destruc- 
’ 





tiveenemy of his own tribe, and will kill every 
one he meets. Another singular and most cruel 
ae experiment is quoted by Aldfovandas frqm Mi- 

zaldus, who tells us, that if two or three mice are 
ot and placed. over a fire, 
Ne} will attract the 
hbhse, and cause 
s vig the fire. 


shut up in an earthen 







tered by one ws ! fies P hamals kept with several 
others in a cage, the rest will frequently attack 
and destroy it. -* 





Mus Sylvaticus, 3 a longa squamosa, corpore gristo-lulcx- 
vente subtus lateribusque Bins 42 albo. Lin. Sust. Nat. Gmei. 
Pi 120- 

Yellowish-brown Mouse, with Jong naked tail, and body while 


} beneath, the colours being abruptly sirens on the sides. 
_ ‘Field Rat. 2 Ps 184. 







Mulot. Buff. 7. p. 32 


Tus animal chieyeeuctet dr 4 
grounds, and is found in pon | fields in great 
all th te: 
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sionally he. whic 1 ©& nee 
nitude, though differing in no o 
general length is about {oir ‘¢ 
from nose to tail, and the ome is slight n 
covered with hair, measures four inches. The — 
colour of the animal is a yellowish brown above — 
and whitish beneath; the colours being ae 
distinctly marked or separated : the eyes are full, 
and black, and the snout rather blunt. Thesé 
animals retire into holes among brushwood, arte bal e 
under the trunks of trees, where they amass great 34 
quantities of acorns, nuts, and beech-mast,. Ac--—  ~ 
cording to Buffon, a whole bushel has sometimes 
been found in‘ a single hole. These holes are 
about a foot or more undet ground, and are often 
divided into two apartments, the one for living i in 
along with their yoling, the other for a magazine . 
of provisions. Considerable damage is often done 
to plantations by these animals, which carry off + ES 
new-sown acoriis, ae- - The Count de Buffon . 
firms, that iA France more mischief is done by 
these creat4res than by all the birds and other > — 
animals/put together ; and adds, that the only ~ 
way to prevent this is by laying traps, at ten — 
paces asunder, through the whole extent of the 4 
sown grouud. No other s, he says, is 
necessary than a roasted walnut, placed under a 
stone supported bys a stick : the animals come to 
eat the walnut, which they prefer to acorns, od 
as the is fixed to the stick, when ver 1 a 
se the stone falls and sie them. Th 
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— «60° = : FRICAN 1 iG-TAILED FIELD MOUSE. 
x ‘+. 


n of the short-tailed field mouse, which 
apie great havoc in fields and plan- 
When the Count de Buffon ‘first prac- 
this experiment, he desired that all the field 
= thus taken in traps might be brought to 
ie, and found with astonishment, that above 
~ 100 were taken each day from a piece of ground 
consisting only of about forty French arpents. 
= From the 15th of November to the 8th of De- 
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. cember above two thousand were destroyed in 

this manner. When the frost becomes severe, 
Its they retire into their holes, and feed on the stores 
3 they have collected. . They abound, like many 
E- other animals of this genus, chiefly in autumn, 
-__ and are far less common in the spring ; for if pro- 
= visions happen ‘to fail them in the winter, it is 
__ thought that they ‘destroy each other; a circum- 
he stance which is known occasionally to take place 


in many other species, ' 

. The long-tailed field sucz.¢ is 1 very prolific 
animal, breeding more than once a year, and 
often producing litters of ten atatim>. In one 
_ of their holes have been found two femu'ss, with 
__ twenty young. Specimens have sometimes Len 
seen perfectly ge with red eyes. 
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i * ge Pennant adds this to the faite. species, 
PERRIER 2 ot iv sim in 





















most points to the I 
legs are an Ba 
down t 

3 ‘and the under. “hatte 
whiteness; the ears are “ate, 
the whiskers very long, some of 1 
white and some black; the tail dt 


whitish. beneath. It is often 
vince ot New York. 





RUSTIC MOUSE. rr ; 
, "ey - 
Mus Agrarius. M. cauda longa squtamosa, corpore P . 
striga dorsali nigra, Lin, Syst, Nat, Gmel. p. 130, — 


Glir, p. 95. 
Yellowish-brown Mouse, with long scaly tail and, ti 


streak. 


Rustic Mouse. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 89. 


Turis species “ison. in Germany, as 
in Russia. andthe scepter , on 
inhabiting orn-fields, and f az ing granar 
&c. in te manner of the « 
It secaetimes_ appears in i 
particular seasons, an 
grain, Tt is often 



























“of itediatcow. It is 


cultivated re- 

mu sph 2 anh ye else- 
yhere. In general it is rather less et field 
tow and is of a ferruginous colour above, and 

zw: h beneath : on the back is a dusky line: the 

; he at ‘js oblong, the nose sharp, and the ears 
small and lined with fur; above each foot is a 
<y circle, and the tail is a4 half the mae 





aly 


F of the body. 
| - 
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: a> : HARVEST MOUSE. 


_ . Mus Messorms. M. supra ferrugineus, subtus albus, caudu 
os Manga subpilosa, auriculisygellere longioribus. 

__ | Remain Mouse, white beneath, with long slightly hairy tail, 
» -. and ears longer than the fur-of the head. 


~» % “Harvest Mouse. Pennant Quadr, 2. p. 384. 
=~ . + Brit. Zool. 1. p. 107. « 
x! — , gal sataaml 
= a - A. : . . of 


oy F »Tuts small sane seems to have wscaped the 
____ notice of British naturalists till it was ovzerved by 
~ the: late Mr. Gilbert White, of Selburnz.<, in 
a Mepis in which county it i8 frequent. Mr. 
- White, in the year 1767, communicated the ani- 
~ mal to Mr. ee ) 
British Zoology. __ : oy 7S : = 3 
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line along their sides ; 
back and belly. aki ste: 
are carried into ricks and barns with the sh 
abound in harvest; and build their nest a 
the straws of corn Sina ground, and sometimes — 
in thistles. They breed as many as eight at a 
litter, in a little round nést composed of ‘the 
blades of grass or wheat. One of these nests bo 
procured this autumn (1767), most artificially 
platted, and composed of the blades of wheat; 
perfectly round, and about the size of a cricket — — 
ball; with the aperture so ingeniously closed, that 4 
there was no discovering to what part it belonged. é 
It was so compact and well filled, that it would 
roll across the table without being discomposed, 
though it contained eight little mice that were — 
naked and blind. As this nest was perfectly full, 
how could the dam come at ber litter respective 

so as to administer a teat to cach ? satel iT 
opens different pidees for that purpose, adjusting 
them again wien thé business is over; but-she — 
could not r,dssibly be contained “herself in the 
ball with Her young,. which moreover would be _ 
daily <acreasing in bulk, This wonderful pro-~ 
wueant cradle, an elegant instance of the effects 
of instinct, was found i in wheat field, suspended 


>, 





in the head of a thistle.” = a 4 s 
Mr. W te adds, that ‘6 ‘hough a _stimals_ Sy 
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TE MOUSE. 


ein cma? into which they are 
<eeai sA neighbour of Mr. White's 
| an oat-rick, in which were some hundreds 
ass d under the thatch. The measure of the 
= is sant two inches and a quarter from nose 
¥ 6 tail, and the tail just two inches long. Two 
of them in a scale just weighed down a copper 
> halfpenny, which is about the third of an ounce 
; avoirdupois, so that they may be considered as 


3. the smallest of the British quadrupeds. 
pe 


— 
MINUTE MOUSE, 
Mus Minutus. AL. canda longa squamosa, corpore supra ferru- 
. 2 gineo subtus allido. Pall. Glir. p. 95. Ling Syst. Nat. Gimel. 


Ms ~ p. 130. 
J - Ferruginous Mouse, whitish beneath, with long scaly tail. 
Little Mouse. Pennant Quadr, 2. p. 191. 


Tuts species, acconlanezeD. Pallas, is fre- 
* quent in the birch woods SSiberih, as well as in ~ 
r many of the temperate parts of Russia, frequent- 

ing corn-fields, and barns. Its generadcolour is 

' adeep tawny above, and white below; the ‘nose 

is sharpish and of a dusky colour, with a white- Mm 
ness at the corners of the mouth : .the es are 
hid in the fur; the feet grey: the. len 
: littl e more ‘than two in : the 
f a dram. ARS 
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termixed with the Mus agrart 
lar places. It seems extreme 
the harvegis mouse, and t 3 


+ Mus Séricinus: M. ‘caude medion ibpiboe, mares 


auriculis orbiculatis vestitis, velleris dorso flavicante griseo, ab- 
domine albido. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 130. 

Yellowish grey Mouse, with long snout, round furred ears, and 
hairy length. ‘ . 














" « s is eiemciy small species, and has 
ge pearance of a Sorex or Shrew, 

1 eer't 
a long a and slender or sharp-pointed snout 
It isa native ‘of Strasburg, where it was first . 
discovered by Professor Herman : its 
pale yellowish or subferruginous browi, 
beneath = the ears are short and round sd, ar 
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cover red wit h air. It measures two 
“nose ik beta the tail is” 


length, or rathe ‘longer. 
——.: >: . 
| ey on 


at toa 


e is often,found rolled 
of torpidity. It is_ 
OF Specks the 


fee 





a (ah | 
a 


vt poeert 
pepe. 
ire 


1 eae 





yeti: 


| | 
TT 
i Lh 


















: =‘ 
a 
he 
5 Ss : 
" a 
f ie : 
f = 
a hig, Lg 
Aa = 
, r 
i; - 
r 
! = 
r 
: =e 
=$ 
f = : 
4 Ay 
—— 
it 
= i 
——— 
(ll = 
=a _ i 
3 — oe 
: ie 
~ -t. 
- 3 
- a! 









= a, : 
re —- er . 


a rex % one Ss st . 
“ie 


‘= BIRCH 
ual ~*~ 










» % i 7: > 
) aM e* 
ta oa - 
. 
‘ s 
4 


ers 
Lim, Syst, Ne 


p. 13% | x z 
Pie i kn i a ay | 
long naked tail. 2. sy 








— 


yw» sl 


Tus is wo ncaihy lbs the Ales ipa ae! Ao : 
it might almost pass for the same species, or at \ 
least for a variety, but is still smaller than that © ie 
animal, and scarcely exceeds two inches and a | 
quarter in length; the wll being ot teak cae 
inches, or longer in proportion than in the former. — 
It inhabits the birch woods of Siberia, living i im 
the hollows of decayed trees. — Like the former, it — 
is of « tender nature, @elnameTbecbeics tpn eae 
cold weather. In ascending the branches of trees 
it is observed to coil round the twigs with its tail, FF 
in the manner of an opossum. Pega ae 
often observed it ascending the stems of some of 
the stronger grasses, which were scarcely bent S 
with its weight. He also Kept several of them a — 
considerable time, which grew very tame, and de: cv 
lighted in ‘being. beld in the hand.” This s 
is of a rufous ash-colour a Ohne sl 
oo meare fest h . 
Se 108€ jal espe red 
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“Tats oat, and elegant = was first de- 

Mt sages by Sparman, and is a native of | the forest 

. ee regions on the Slangen river, a great way cast- 

Pg ward from the Cape of Good Hope. It is one “i 
"Sais the least be tg being little more ghan tw 

a” | ) to tail. Its colours sid 


















r parts of the bod y: the ¢ a 
_ and ro§ndish; the nose blunt ; th 
whitish, and of ie fs eng ee 
and nearly naked. — veci€ oe 
Seba, a native of ‘India, 4 "He: assure 
purchased it alive of a sailor, who 1a de ght it Ps 
from India, and had tamed it to sue degree, 
that every day it would come out of its to be. = 
fed, and would sit on its master’s shoulders, and_ 
even feed occasionally from his lips. Seba adds, 
that it continued equally tame while it~ lived 
with him; but, as if lamenting the loss of its for- 
mer saihdees died in a short time. | ifort ay 
scription, so particularly detailed by Seba, it seems 
strange that some authors have : pret e 
the real existence of the animal as a § 5 
cies. Dr, Pallas, however, “seems to ‘suspect t 
either the same, or a similar species, habits th 
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Tuts appears, | from the sesciio of Linnaeus, 


to be separated from it. It is, says Linnseus, 
a Shy smaller than a common mouse, and is brown 
Re above, pale or whitish begjath = on each side the 
_____ back are ten pale stripes, and sometimes a scarce 

perceptible line occurs between the lateral stripes. 
eee have three unguiculated toes, and 
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sof a fifth toe: the tail is 
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canus albus. Ita Se torhacal 

very small rat ad asthe habit ‘i 
Shrew, _the snout bei vi oO st 
_ numerous: Ries vibrissee ; the 
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principal food of this 





















nu the_ animi In reality, 
“no, such a appearance in the feet 
and the notion seems to have 
from ‘observing the facility 
and dives, The general 
. is about seven inches, 
t five. Its colour is blackish’ 
Zee ; deep cinereous’ beneath : 
i bent; the eyes small; the 
it the fur. it In colour it 
ntregions, being some- 
ay a paler thati 
= and the varieties, 
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fusco, subtus cinereo, pedibus parc 

Deep-brown Rat, cinereous beneath, wit 

moderate length, small feet, and ea 

Scheramah ahs Pennant Quadr. 2.4 

=~ ts etn ap 

: Tus spalinnsde said to 

neighbourhood of Strasbu re 

been first described by | Mr. Hermann, w 

year 1776 communicated a | speci Cour 
Buffon. The Re animal from 1 

tail is six inches; of th > tail about two inc 1e: 

three quarters : smal ad is at 

+ thick ; ot a 1 
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Trapsactions, innaeus at Nigga g 
and ir. Pallasleih his publie lication fo ‘ 
tioned, have still Tarek eluci 
manners, ' Est 
The Lemming differs i in size sk 
ing to’ the regions it inhabits: ‘hose which are 
_. found in Norway being almost as large a ater 
rat, while those of Lapland and § Siberia are sc: car ce 
larger than a field mouse ; the Norvegian measur 
ing more than five inches ‘from nose to Sar ese - 
those of Lapland and Siberia ; scarce | 
The colour of the Norway kind is an elegant va ; 
riegation of black and tawny of. the e upper pa rts, 


disposed in patches and clouded markings : the 
sides of the head and the under parts of the hithe 
being white; the legs and- tail greyish, — 
Lapland kind the colour is chiefly a tawny ra oy 
above, with some indistinct dusky variegation 
and beneath of a dull | white : the claws are « 
smaller than in the Norvegian animal. ‘The read 
of the Lemming is large, short, . Se se < 
furred; the snout very obtuse; the ears. very © 
small, eanden, and hid in the fur; the <7 seal he ‘5 
the neck short and broad ;_ 3 body thick 5, ¢ 
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es Jimbs short and stout, es 
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whi ‘have strong cl apres 
"crooked claws, x which t 
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ri ae rae strong hairs /dis- 


pose 1 ike hs Sends peocid at tht tp. 

Tt at natural or general residence of the Lem- 
H ae in the Alpine or mountaino parts of 
1 and Norway, from which tracts, at par- 
ac baie uncertain periods, it descends into the 
"as ere ‘in immense troops, and by its incre- 
rena becomes a temporary scourge to 
‘country ; devouring the grain and herbage, 
committi committing devastations equal to those caused 
oper locusts. These migrations of the 
seldom happen oftener than once in 
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ele ake 






and are supposed to arise from an unusual multi- 
animals in the mountainous parts 

inhabit, togethe with a defect of food ; and, 
instir tive | prescience of unfa- 

anc “it is observable that their 

e in the autumn of such 
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coma Apes in some districts still less frequently, - 
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if it lied been sion cing dex 

to the very roots, in numerous stripes, OF j " allel 

paths, of one or two spans broad, 2 and atthe di 

tance of some ells from each other. This army. 

mice moves chiefly by. night, or casly in th #3 my 

ing, devouring the herbage as | it j o ry 4 4 

\. Jnanner that the surface appears : as € Dut No . 
obstacles which they happen to meet in their wa 


we 





have any effect in altering their route; neither fy : 


fires, nor deep ravines, nor torrents, nort 8, © 
or lakes: they proceed obstinately in a strait ine 
~ and hence it happens that many tho 
in the waters, and are found dead by t 
If a rick of hay or corn occurs in their passage, ~ 
they eat through it ; but if rocks intervene, which <a 
they cannot pass, they go round, and then |; 
sume their former strait direction. If 
or pursued while swimming over a lake, and tl 
phalanx separated by oars or poles, they will noe not 
* recede, but keep swimming directly on, ‘and soon 
get into regular order again ; and have even been — 
sometimes known to endeavour to board or pass 
_ over a vessel. On their passage over land, if at- “> 
tacked by men, they will raise themselves up, ut- _ @ 
tering a kind of barking sound, and fly at the 
legs of their in one and will fasten so fiercely 
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MMT G PRAY. ad 
majo * S:,7mi of these hoste“is de- 

stro y vd “by various | enemies, and particuiarly by 

s, hawks, and weesels, exclusiv e of the num-’ 

sr which perish in the waters ; so that but a small 

umber ‘survive to return, wich they are some- 

_ times observed to do, to their native’ mountains. 

a tact general manner of life they are not / 

_— Mirae: to be of a social disposition, but to re- 

ee. side in a kind of scattered manner, in holes be- 

he 35 neath the surface, without laying up any regular 

t vf "provision, like some other animals of this tribe. 


- They are supposed to breed several times in a 
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Year, and to produce five or six at once. It has 
7 been observed: that the females have sometimes 
aie brought forth durin eir migrations, and have 
Pt been seen carrying some in their mouths, and 


2 a5 | Be cots on their backs. In some parts of Lapland 


“, > ated bad *» 


eaten, and are said to resemble squirrels 





It wa > believed that these animals fell 
sie oe at particular seasons, and some 

~ bave affirmed that they have seen a Lemming i in 
: its descent ; but an accident of this kind is easily 
accounted for, on the supposition « of a Lemming 
ies __-escaping now and then from the claws of some 
at bird which had seized it, and thus falling to the 
ground ; a circumstance whi ch is said not unfre- 
quently to take: ati ea are seized 


a __ by crows, g 
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own island, is rolly distinguist hed 4 
of the British species by the short 







measuring, according to Mr. Penité ny 
from nose to tail ; Pe tail belts NG 
half ‘Jong. . The colour of the a ic 
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manners it” esemb les the Mus syle 
tailed Field } Ise 5 but is sys und 
in moist 3 eft dry situations. It aN x 
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> The suigrafion’ of this Iicle dace aint wae tell 
ozone: 3 than those of the Lecwalag, 8 «iy ‘ 
take place at uncertain periods. Dr. Pallas ima- | 
“s . - gines that the migrations of those inhabiting a 
peed atka may arise from some sensations of 
Spee fire in that voleanic Vena? from a =¥ 
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ch ‘Pid bi feail is ainda more tl 
ich long, and very hairy: the nose and face 

_ bristly, the ears very small, but Shoot 
Se bare, but edged at the tips with reddish 
a irs The colour of the animal pen ae 


ist Tt is a native of Sn nd- 





"and Seeds on various kinds of ‘ro ot oe ry 
S aratiie bringing five or dx ne 
: teeaeele an animal of a very mild a 
“disposition, very easily tamed, and a 


: ed domestic. The ancient - Peruvians are sai 
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which are said to be about a span deep, with 
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colour a pale cinereous, tinged with - 
, and marked with a brownish dorsal stripe : 
the fur is long and very soft; the limbs short and 
strong; the tail very short, and terminated by 
bristly hairs : the female is smaller than the male, ' 
_ which is also distinguished by the superior size 
and strength of the two middle claws of the fore-— 
_ feet, which are not only very thick and stout, but | 
are bifid at their extremities. This species is de- 
; : ‘scribed by Dr. Pallas from some skins which were 
soe: Labrador. Its particular history 
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which are situated c 


when» empty are sO f a 

pear externally, but ¥ resen 
of tumid bladders, ee [ vel TAace ; 
concealed, however, une or skin ofthe 
enn which peed ot ut € ctremely : ’ 
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E hae found either black 
, or of a pale yellowish tee The male is 
larger than the female. - On each 
e lower part of the back is an almost bare 
oS pata only with very short down. 
* “The Hamster inhabits Siberia and the south of 
Iti is also found in Poland, aswell asin 


y parts of Germany. ‘They ave very destruc- ; 









is chrowti this latter that | e 
out. The holes of the. femal 


with the males, are somewhat d 
arAibgement, and have more numerous passag 

‘The female breeds two or three ree deag ; 
ducing five or six, and sometimes as_ at oe V 
sixteen or eighteen*. The growth of the young ss ‘a 
is rapid, and they are soon able’ to oe for 
themselves, 

The Hamster feeds on all Hindshel herbs and a 
roots, as well as on grain, and even occasi 2 
on the smaller animals. ‘‘ In harvest time ays, 
Mr. Allamand) he makes his excursions for p 
vision, and carries every article he can find in int a 
his granary. To facilitate the transportation of y 
his food, Nature has provided him with — 
pouches in the inside of each cheek. On pee 
outside these pouches are membranous, smooth, — _ 
and shining, and in the inside are } i 
glands, which mua ec ea wie 
to a their: ‘flexibility, and ‘to enable t 
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n on of tr: “en ty, feeds on his collected. 
rovision ti is fradPoctenits severe; at which 
— Lhe f Bis“ prttoand sais , which 
grows into a confirmed bar adity / so that 
Y oe nanteial continues rolled up, with all its limbs 
inflexible, its body perfectly cold, without 
the least appearance of life. In this state it Tey 
even be opened ; when the heart is seen alternately 
 ,contracting and dilating, but with a motion so 

— slow as to be scarce perceptible, ‘not exceeding 
fifteen pulsations in a minute, though in the wak- 
ing state of the animal it beats a hundred and 


* b A seerepe in the.same time. It is added, 





_ 








the fat of the creature has the appearance of 
being coagulated, that its intestines do not exhi- 

_ bit the smallest symptoms of irritability on the 
application of the strongest stimulants, and the 
electric shock may be passed through it without 
o effect, This lethargy of the Hamster has been 
generally ascribed to the effect of cold alone ; but 
L late observations have proved, that unless at a 
certain depth beneath the surface, so as to be be- 

yond the access of the external air, the animal 
does not fall into its state of torpidity, and that 
aa the severest cold on the surface does not affect it. 
Fy jp Oath contrary, when dug up ee 








at oA after eaiagt a small apie, he me he 
recovers his usual powers. This. transition from 


tordidity to activity requires more or less time, 
according to the temperature of the air, and other < | 
circumstances. When exposed to a-cold air he is - 
sometimes two hours in waking ; but ina warmer 
air the change is effected in half the time. 

The manners of the Hamster are generally 
represented as far from pleasing. No society ap-— Ss 
pears to exist among these animals. They are 
naturally very fierce, and make a desperate de- Reatte 
fence when attacked; they also pursue and de~- | 4 
stroy every animal which they are capable of con- es 
quering, not excepting even the weaker indi= — =P 
viduals of their own species. They are said tobe 
particularly fond of the seeds of liquorice, and to 
abound in the districts where that plant is culti- 
vated. According to Mr. Sultzer, they abound i 
to such a degree in Gotha, that m one year | 
11,564, in another 54,429, and in a third 80, 139 5 si 
of thet skins were delivered in the Hotel de Ville 
of that capital, where the Hamster is p 
on account of the devastations it commits < 
the com $F 
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tin, % which is a speciés 


‘seems to be the most remar Ka ie , : pouched 
rats for the proportional size of the receptacles. 
Seis a native of Canada, the individual here 


figured was taken by som “Indians in the year 
1798, and afterwards presented to the lady of 
Governor Prescot. It is about the size of a brown 
or Norway rat, and is of a pale greyish-brown 
colour, rather lighter beneath: the length to the 
tail is about nine inches, and that of the tail, 
which is but slightly covered with hair, about 
two inches: the legs are short ; fore-feer 
strong, and well adapted. for burrowing in the 
ground, having five claws, of which the three 
middle ones ¢ very large long ; the interior 
ach smaller, and the ex ache small, with a 
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YATK RAT. 101 
volume of the Transactions of the Linnean So 
ciety, but I must observe, that, by some oversight 
in the conduct of the figure there given, the claws 
on the fore-feet are represented as only three in 
number, and are somewhat too long, weak, and 
curved. The engraving in the present plate is a 
| more faithful representation, and is accompanied 
by an outline of the head, in its natural size, as 
viewed in front, in order to shew the teeth and 
cheek-pouches, The manners of this species ate 
at present unknown; but it may be coneluded 
' that it lays in a stock of provisions, either for 
autumnal or winter food. ‘The pouches of the 
individual specimen above described, when first 
brought to Governor Prescot, were filled with a 
kind of earthy substance: it is, therefore, not im- 
probable that the Indians who caught the animal 
might have stuffed them thus, in order to pre- 
serve them in their utmost exteut, 
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Mus Accedula. M, buceis sacculiferis, auriculis sitiatts, corpore 
griseo subtus albido, Lin, Syst, Nat. Gmel. p.137. Pall. 
Glir. p. 257-— 

Yellowish-grey Rat, whitish beneath, with ponched cheeks and 
sinuated ears. 

Yaik Rat. Pennant Quadr, 2, p. 210. 


Tues species is a native of Siberia, and particu- 
larly of the deserts about the Yaik. It is much 
smaller than the Hamster, measuring only four 












; SAND RAT. 


oS nd the tail about three quarters of an 
ae ; sof the body are of a cine- 


s yello io chix’? with brown, and the under 
aitiah : the face also is whitish: the snout 
is b unt, the ears moderately large, the eyes full, 
ar ibe body short and thick. On the fore-feet 
, * are four toes, and on the hind-feet jive, all’ er- 
nished with claws of moderate strength. This 

animal is said to make its excursions for food 

chiefly by night, confining itself during the great- 

est part of the day to its burrow. | 


SAND RAT. 


Se 


Mus Arenarius. M. buccis sacculiferis, corpore cinereo lateribus 
subtusque albo, cauda pedibusque albis, Lin. Syst, Nat. Gmel. 
p-139- Pall. Ghr. p. 265. 
Cinereous pouched Rat, with the feet, sides of the body, abio= 
: men, and tail, white. L 
Sand Rat. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 211. . 


. Tue Sand Rat is about four inches in length, 
with a tail about one inch or rather more: the 
= _ head is longish and the snout sharp; the cheek- 
_ pouches large, the ears large and oval, and — 
athe eyes rather small: the, colour ot the upper 
part of the body is hoary or cinereous, and of 
ct pase pure white ; the tail is also white. It 
bs is an ‘inhabitant of the sandy ; plains of Baraba, 
5) iberian PS yet where it forms deep 
t the b of which i 3 a nest com- 
— ; ae Pe pre ~~ S 
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posed of thaws tou Ree 
is said to be chiefly a 
fierce, untameable dispo ete. 


*  ASTRACAN MOUSE. , ba 
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‘ Mus Pheeus, Dt duccis scalfariyeorgar’ chllumes Messing +s 
- rascentibus subtus albis. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 138. 3 
Ash-brown pouched Rat, white beneath. : “ ited 
Zarizyn Rat. Pennant Quadr, 2. p. 211. -, SF Sense | 
-  Turs species measures about three inches and a 
half in length, exclusive of the tail, which is about 
three quarters of an inch long: the forehead is — 
elevated ; the edges of the eyelids black ; the ears - 
naked and oval; the colour of the animal on the 
upper parts is pale cinereous or hoary, with a : 
dusky streak along the back: the sides are whit-— ie 
ish; and the circumference of the mouth, under 
side of the body, and the extremities of the limbs, c, 
milk white. It is an inhabitant of the desert of : 7s ‘ 
Astracan,, and particularly about Zarizyn, where 
it is occasionally taken in the winter season im ais: 
places about stables and out-houses. Is is also 
found about the Persian villages in the Hyreanian 
mountains, and seems to have been first distinctly TG 
described by Dr. Pallas. . aaa » 
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white be ne i= 


mar Rat-is a nati ¢ of Sil , 

merhie tribe, it cathe its burrows 
y sat _ Its length is about Millie inches, . 
da its tail s 2 more than z q 1 li arter of an inch. 
P : “44 aD anital of a thick shape, _ with a large. 


yi be | d, blunt.nose, small eyes, and large oval ears, 


bape but. very slightly covered with hair. 
“ ur on the upper parts 1s pale grey, with 
2 sa 






pack «dora. fine, and the sides marked, with 
: white spots or vatches which are con- 
in ‘some parts, and in others bounded with 
wit « the under parts Pe legs are white. This 
t species appears to have been first disco- 
ot ng oy Dry Pallas, who observes, that it makes 

@ nearer approach to the Hamster in its form, and 

in the disposition of its colours, than the rest of this 
tribe: Dr, Pallas, jm or pot t the so, which was 
Ef pores of dried herbs, fund | 






perfectly. tame, 
nd, dep milk, and, 
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BARABA RAT. 
like a squirrel ; and washed their faces with their 
paws; they generally wandered about during the 
day, and slept all night rolled up: their voice re- 
sembled that of a bat. { q 





BARABA RAT. 


Mus Furunculus. .M. byecis sacculiferis, corpore supra griseo, 
striga dorsali nigra, subtus albido, Lin. Syst. Nat, Gmel, p, 
139+ Pail. p. 273. 

Ycllowish-grey pouched Rat, whitish beneath, with black dorsal 
streak. 

Baraba Rat. Pennant Quadr, 2. p. 213. 


Tuts species, which inhabits the sandy plain of 
Daraba, towards the river Ob, is about the same 
length with the preceding, but the tail is much 
longer, measuring near an inch: the snout is of 
a sharper form, and the body more slender. It 
is of a yellowish grey colour aboye, and whute 
beneath: along the back, from the neck almost 
to the tail, runs a black stripe. Nothing parti- 
cular, is known of its way of life, the specimens 
from which Dr, Pallas drew up his description, 
having been taken runnjng about the plain, and 
their skins brought to hm in a dried state, 








Subterranean or Ground-Rats, resembles _ Moles 


in Habit and Manner of Life. 


COAST RAT. Y 

Mus Maritimus. MM. brachyurus, dentibus primaribus superiori- 
bus sulcatis, auriculis nullis, pedibus pentadactylis, corpore supra 
albido flavescente mixto, ad latera et ss ex alba cinereo. 
Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 140. : 

Pale yellowish-brown Rat, whitish beneath, with very large and 
long naked teeth, pentadactyle feet, rio external ears, and short 
tail. . 

La Grande Taupe du Cap. Buff. suppl. 6. p. 255. pl. 38. 

African Rat. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 217. ~ 


Or all the subterraneous species this is the 
largest yet discovered, being of the size of a reb- 
bet, and measuring a foot from nose to tail, which 
is about two inches long, flattish, and covered 
with long bristly hair horizontally disposed on 
‘each side. The colour of the animal is a cine- 

~reous brown, paler beneath: the head is large, 
the nose black, the end somewhat flattened and 
wrinkled : the eyes very small and hid i in the fur: 
there is no appearance of external ears, the fora- 
» mina ‘alone. f ing discoverable: the front-teeth 
are very ser Be ; the upper pair are the third of an 
Jong, and are furre wed lengthways ; the 

> an inch and q ‘long, and na- 













1, ‘or naturally exposed’ | iew, the lip not 
closing Ive ‘d the oe eh it has the 
—Separati n ; v 7 . at pleasure, 
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are five toes, of which the interior is the longest; _ 


the claws very long and sharp; that on the thumb 
being shorter than the rest: the hind-feet, which 
are very long, large, and naked, have also five 
toes, with much shorter and weaker claws than 
those of the fore-feet : the hair on the sides of the 
feet is very strong and bristly. ‘This large species 
~ is a native of the Cape of Good Hope, and is 
there known by the name of the Sand Mole, being 
chiefly found in the neighbourhood of the shores,. 
and never in the interior parts of the country. 
It renders the ground, in the places it frequents, 
so hollow, by flinging up the earth in forming its 
burrows, as to be highly mconvenient to travel- 
lers; breaking every six or seven minutes under 
the horses’ feet, and letting them in up to the 
shoulders. It is supposed to feed principally on 
the bulbous Jaze and Antholyze. Yrom the fre- 
quency of this species about the Cape, it is sup- 
posed to be an animal of a prolific nature. 
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Pe Mes Typhi. <0. ecosllaty oad lis, ineisoribus” 
' supra infrayue latis, oculis auric sigue ullis Lin: ‘Syst. ‘Nat. ; 
I Gmel. p. 141. Pail. Gly sh, > wo 


tyle fore-feet, broad front-teeth, ; 

: nal ears. ja “SS 
| Spalax major, LEral. mamm. p. 337 7 
Blind Rat, Pennant Quadr. 2. Bate: 9 hs 


Next to the for 3 above § lis thie is 3 


perhaps the’ largest 2 and most emarka s of its © 
tribe ; measuring’ between sever a van at eet ‘inches 
im feng th, and being entirely « destitu € both’ of 
eyes, nd tail : the defect of the former is a very 
: “ing gla > circumstance, and the animal perhaps 
: tan of a truly blind or eye- 

_ In the mole, the eyes, however, 
ply seated, are yet perfect in their »_ 
gh not calculated for acute vision, 
ble the ‘animal to.avoid the danger of ex- 
ee in the quadruped now under consi- ~ 
ion, iter | re merely a pair of subcutaneous 
ents $ of | eyes, smaller than poppy-seeds, and 
with | a Tea | skin. It is probable, how- 

e > mil\ite organs. are sufficient 
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backward. There is scarce any distinction be- 

tween the head and neck, and the whole form of 
the animal, like that of the mole, is calculated for 
a subterrancous life; the body being cylindric, 
the limbs very short, and the feet and claws, 
though small and weak in comparison with those 
of moles, yet calculated for digging or burrowing 
in the ground. ‘The colour of the animal is a 
greyish brown ; the fur, which is very thick, soft, 
and downy, being dusky toward the roots, and 
greyish toward the tips: the head is lighter, and 
the abdomen darker than the other parts; the 
lower lip is also whitish, and sometimes a white 
mark extends along the forehead: the front- 
teeth are very large, and are naturally bare or 
exserted ; the lower pair being much longer than 
the upper. This singular species is a native of 
the southern parts of Russia, where it burrows to 
a great extent beneath the surtace, forming se- 
veral lateral passages, by which it may pass in 
quest of roots, &c. It is said to feed in particu- 
lar on the roots of the Cherophyllum bulbosum. 
In the morning hours it sometimes quits its hole 
to bask ia the sunshine, and if disturbed, instant- 
ly takes refuge beneath the surface; burrowing 
with great agility, and/frequently in a perpendi- 
cular direction. Its bjfte is very severe when at- | 
tacked. It has no vpice, but emits a kind of 7 
snorting sound, and gnashes its large teeth im a 
menacing manner, rajsing its head at the same 
time. The female is said to produce from two to 
four young. 
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eee Mus Aspalax. Jf. brach incisoribus supra infrague cunea- 


= tis, auricults nullis, u _palmarian elongatis. Lin. Syst. 
° Nat. Gmel. p. 149. Pall. Glir. p. 165. 
A Short-tailed, earless, yellowishe 


AWCh ereous Rat, with large cu- 
neated front-teeth, and long ela laws on tbe fore-feet. 


. Daurian Rat. Pennant Quadra p- 216. 
; = 8 . x 


Tus species in form and tanner of life agrees 
ef with the Afus 7 yphlus or Blind Rat, but is, in 
general, of smaller size, and of a yellowish ash- 















a ut; and in some specimens a whitish line or 
: itudinal streak appears on the top ef the 
h = the upper fore-teeth are naked, but the 
lower are cov« ered with a moveable lip: there is no 
- appearance of external ears, and the eyes are ex- 
tremely small and deeply seated : the head is flat 
dunt, the body short and somewhat depress- 
1; the limbs very strong, especially the fore-legs, 
e feet of which are large, maked, and well 
| ipted 0 oF but rowing: im the eround, having five 
i¢ three middle of which are furnished with 
strong slightly-curved claws: the hind- 
naked, and have five toes with small 
et > THe % bi 1 Ty s ort, 
; _ This animal burrows, \ke the rest of this divi- 


Millocks in its progress. 

mountains, and of the 
Bailqul. eee 
hose of the 
Nea te 





CAPE RAT. 





Mus Capensis. MM. brachyurus, dentibus primoribus supra in« 
\  fraque cuneatis, auriculis nullis, palmis pentadactylis, ore albo, 
Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 140. Pall. Glir, p. 172. ) 
Short-tailed rufo-cinereous Rat, paler beneath, with very large 
uaked front-teeth, pentadactyle feet, and white muzzle. 


Taupe du Cap de bonne Esperance. Buff. Suppl. 3. p. 193. pl. 
33. and Suppl. 6. p. 251. pl. 36. 
Cape Rat, Pennant Quadr. 2, p. 218. 


In its general shape this animal is not unlike 

‘ the great sand rat first described, and is equally 
common about the Cape of Good Hope, but it is 

far inferior in size, measuring about seven inches 

to the tail, which is, very short, nearly white, and 

flattish. The general colour of this species is a 

dusky rufous ash-brown, paler or more inclining 

to whitish beneath: the end or tip of the nose is 

naked and black ; the remainder white, and on 

each side are several strong white bristles: the 

chin, lower sides of the cheeks, and spaces rounéd 

the eyes, are also white, and on the hind part of the 
head is an oval white spot ; the teeth are naturally 
exserted or naked, and are similar in form to ; j 
those of the great sand rat. In its manners anes 
way of life the animal is also similar to that — 
species, and is very destructive to gardens, “ey 
ing up hillocks, and eating various kinds of 
The best figure of this animal seems to be tha 
in Mr. Brown's Illustrations of Zoology, for 


reagon it is nate duced into the presen 



















 representatio: i" also added, thowst j 
ve of the remarkable are of 





TALPINE RAT. 


Mus Talptnus. M. brackyurus fuscus, dentibus primoribus supra 
rig tuncatis, auriculis nullix, palmis pentadactylis jossortis. = + 


Nat. Gmel, p.139. Pall. Glir. p. 176. 
brown Rat, with large cuncated front-teeth, no-ex- 
-and pentadactyle fore-feet, formed for burrowing. 


“spans minor, Eraleb. mamm, P- 379- N 


‘. 


Rat. Pennant Quadr, 2. p. 219. ve Se 


"Tits species is much allied to the Mus Ca- 
_ pensis in shape and in its L teeth, but is of 
a smaller size, measuring ely four inches 
sin length. Its colour is subferruginous brown 
wboye, paler or more inclining to whitish be- 
. Pacsccai the tail is very short: the body plump ; 
t rather large, and the snoat thick : the 
dural, and.the foramina of the ears scarcely 
ible; the legs short; the feet. 
son each, furnished with | 
‘claws.This species is common in the temperate 
ao and i in some oN 













